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[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Image result for academic writing male]When I joined college as a novice student, I didn’t know much about academic writing. Before joining, I used to see my long-term friend writing Essays and sending them to his professors and this made me be very eager to know how it is done. After joining the campus, I have learned a lot about how to do academic writing. All through, I have been learning and improving my writing skills. I’m happy to say that I can now write a full research paper and do it in a perfect way. Having friends on campus is a good thing because they were the first consultants whenever I had a problem doing my writing. My lecturers have been of so much help throughout my academic writing have they provided me with instructions on how to do my papers and some were able to provide us with sample papers. In general, I can say that my academic writing skills have developed so much throughout my college period.                                                                             Fig. 1. My long-term friends writing
My high school teachers prepared me for the college essays by giving has short papers that we were supposed to write on our own. Through this, I was able to know how to express my point of view in writing. The teachers there also build up my foundation and raised the bar for me. I remember when I was in high school, where I was given an opportunity to choose a topic, create a thesis, write an outline and the essay. The paper was very short and they were full of plagiarism. Moreover, I knew nothing about formatting.  
After joining the campus, my writing skills started improving day in day out. I have been subjected to different writing such as discussions, reflection papers, outline writing, essays, report writing and research papers. Every type of aforementioned writings gave me a different experience. Discussions taught me how to express myself in terms of my point of view and replying to students without offending them. I learned how to disagree politely, knowing that we were in classes made up of different people with different personalities. I enjoyed every section of discussion throughout my college. In essays, reports and research papers, I learned that it’s important to give credit to the authors of the book, article or magazine when you use their credit.
Plagiarism is a serious issue in Campus and can even lead to discontinuation if it’s more severe, (Swales et al, 2007). In order to avoid plagiarism, I learned that there are four ways. Firstly, one need to paraphrase the content that perfectly fits my papers. I had to read me and write it in my own words. The second way is citing the paper as a way of giving credit to the author. Citing the author(s) is a way of appreciating their research that they have done and that has helped you to write the paper. Thirdly, one needs to quote the source. The quotes need to be directly written because no one needs to be misquoted. the quote needs to be cited and page number(s) given. Lastly, I learned that if the materials I’m using for my research paper was used by me in my current class or previous one, I need to cite myself. 
As for now, I’m able to identify my strengths and weaknesses as an academic writer. Some of my strengths include the following. Firstly, I’m able to cite and format my paper in recommended styles of writing such as APA, MLA and Chicago and Harvard styles of formatting. Secondly, I have able to write a plagiarism-free paper since I have learned how to read content that fits my paper and put it in my own word. Being able to write a paper that is free from plagiarism is a big deal. Thirdly, I’m able to revise my paper and correct several mistakes that I might have committed while drafting my paper. Fourthly, I have able to plan on how my paper is going to be in terms of introduction, body and conclusion and implement that. Last but not least, I have learned how to write and express myself in my own words, to think for myself and find out the answers to things that I don’t know.

However, I also have weaknesses. Firstly, I write too fast which makes my paper to be erroneous. Writing is different from talking and needs a lot of attention because when one is fast, he/she may end up not seeing the mistakes even when revising. Secondly, I always struggle while trying to put my thoughts and ideas in a coherent and correct manner which always makes me do a lot of revisions. Finally, I struggle to find the right words to use during my writing and I get easily distracted. There are times when I have to visit my dictionary or even google the right word to use. I also get easily distracted when writing my paper my moving things, sounds and daydreams. 

[image: C:\Users\Pavilion\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\479F8924.tmp]In process of doing my writing, I always plan how to approach my assignment before getting down to do my writing. This comprises of introduction, body and conclusion, highlighting what should be included in that section. After that, I draft the main points and organize the helpful materials to use when doing the writing. Later on, I go real writing following my plan citing my paper. After that, I revise my paper in terms of grammar and other mistakes. I also check whether there is any vague point and clarify it. Lastly, I format my paper as per the given formatting style. 
                                                                                Fig. 2 academic writing process 
In future, I would like to become the best version of myself in terms of academic writing by improving my weaknesses. Firstly, I would like to ensure that my papers are free from errors. In order to accomplish this, I will have to be keener when doing my writing and revising my paper word by word after writing. Secondly, I have to start reading a different research paper with my aim of learning how to put my thoughts, ideas and concepts in a coherent and correct manner. I hope this will work. nevertheless, I’m learning new vocabularies that are going to help me to stop struggling while writing a finding the right words to use in my research. Lastly, I will be doing my writing in the most conducive environment with minimum distractions. 
In conclusion, I can use my drafts, notes and feedback and essays from this semester to make a specific and focused argument about my academic writing growth. When I started this semester, the professor's feedback had a lot to be revised compared with my last paper’s feedback. My drafts and notes are more organized now that when I started this semester. This is a good way of showing that I have undergone intellectual growth. In my essays, I’m more capable of applying literary theories in my writing. I believe I’m a better person now from who I was before the semester started. 
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